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The Children’s Learning
We hope that you had a lovely half term break and enjoyed the long bank holiday weekend
celebrating the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee.
We are very much looking forward to this half term and we have many exciting learning
opportunities planned. This week we have been involved with activities to plan for and hold
a party. This was based on the Jubilee but the themes of planning, preparing and celebrating run through all our family lives. It has been a really special week and we have all
shared a fun and happy time together.
We are building memories too for what will be for many of the children, their last half term
at Cookham Nursery School. Our caterpillars will become butterflies, the farm and the
Earth Drummers will visit. Some of our amazing parents have agreed to come in and share
information about their jobs. This builds the children’s knowledge and understanding of the
world and gives us fantastic opportunities to talk, share
ideas and build up our vocabulary in a range of exciting
ways.

Moving on to School in September
Thank you for letting us know which school you child will be moving
onto in September. Some teachers from their Reception classes will
visit the children here at the Nursery. Due to the number of settings
that some schools receive children from, it is not always possible for
their next teacher to visit so we hope that you can take up the opportunity to participate in transition visits that all schools offer. The
primary schools will contact you directly regarding these visits.

A few reminders
☺Please let us know if your child is unwell and unable to attend Nursery on the first day of absence. Children should remain off Nursery for 48
hours form their last symptom if they have had a stomach upset.
☺Please check emails or our website for reminders, letters, weekly planning and newsletters (we do not give out paper letters).
☺Please can the children wear shoes and sandals at nursery that are suitable for running
and climbing. Crocs and flip flops are really tricky for children to run safely outside so we
do ask that children do not wear these to nursery.
☺In order to keep all of our community safe please continue to follow the government
guidelines regarding the spread of coronavirus: https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus.

Coming Soon ...
We would love to hear about your children’s successes. We understand that the children enjoy a wide range of experiences at home
and we value your input as parents when it comes to assessing
your child’s learning. Please could you take a moment to share with
us what you feel are your child’s main achievements whilst they
have been at Cookham Nursery School.? We would really appreciate it if you could find the time to write down what you have
noticed about your child’s learning since they have attended
Cookham Nursery. Your key person will hand you a form to complete in the coming weeks.
Many thanks in advance.

Office Staff
We welcome Lisa Parkinson as our new Office Assistant this week. Lisa will support Jane
in running the school office and will be here all day Wednesday, Thursday morning (with
Jane) and all day Friday. Lisa will take some time to get to know the parents and children
so please support her initially when you drop your child at Nursery and when collecting
your child. Thank you.

Speech Technique of the month
Beware of ‘tag’ questions
Sometimes it’s tempting to make a ‘model’ into a question - we
do it without even thinking!
Be careful about adding ‘did you?’’, “don’t we?”, “isn’t it?” tags
onto the end of statements.
Your child needs to hear sentences being modelled, rather than questions.
‘Tags’ can leave children feeling a bit bewildered!

Book recommendation of the month!
Small’s Big Dream by Manjeet Mann
A beautiful book with amazing illustrations about a little girl called
Small. Small’s world seems small to her but she has big dreams and
she discovers that if you dream big, anything can happen!
It’s a magical ending and the book is a fantastic way to subtly tackle
gender and racial stereotypes within a wonderful story.
It will promote lots of talk about hopes and dreams with your child.

Diary Dates
Wednesday 15th June - Earth Song Multi-cultural drumming workshop.
Wednesday 29th June –The Farm visits Cookham
Nursery
Week commencing 4th July - Reports issued to children who are leaving Cookham Nursery School.
Wednesday 13th July - Cookham Nursery Choir! performs (11:15am and 2:00pm)
Tuesday19th July - Last day of the academic year - usual session times.
Thursday 1st September - INSET day (school closed to children)
Friday 2nd, Monday 5th September and Tuesday 6th September:
Home visits for new children. No Nursery sessions.
Wednesday 7th September - New children only visit the Nursery.
Thursday 8th September - Children begin to return to Nursery. Staggered start for new children.

Our fabulous new mud kitchen!
Thank you once again for all the money you have donated through our sponsored obstacle
course event. Your money paid for the whole of our new mud kitchen and it has already
been well used. So much talking, communication and questioning takes place in the kitchen, as well as the physical skills which are developed. It’s such a fantastic sensory experience which really connects us with our world.

Staff news—September 2022
Behind the scenes the Governors and Senior Leaders have been working on staffing for September 2022. We are pleased to share with you that:

Mrs Sarah Cottle - Co-Headteacher currently alongside Helen McHale will take up the post
of Executive Headteacher leading the whole Federation. Helen will continue to support
SEND children across the Federation one day per week.
Mrs Fiona Greenwood - will take on the role of Deputy Head at Cookham Nursery School.
We say good bye to Miss Young as she has secured a new role working for Bracknell local
authority in the Early Years Department. We also say goodbye to Miss Bullock as she has
decided to take a well earned break from working to travel and enjoy some time with her
family. We wish them both lots of luck in their new adventures.
We are excited however that Mrs Crowle will be joining the team from Maidenhead Nursery
School. She is an experienced Early Years Teacher and will be an asset to the team. She
will be visiting over the coming weeks.

Miss Cottle will be starting her teacher training year in September.
Groups for September are:
Green: Mrs Crowle and Miss Cottle
Yellow: Miss O’ Regan
Purple: Miss Harrison.
Mrs Garston, Mrs Finnis, Mrs, Turner and Miss Slater will support all the children and all
groups in the Nursery.

Our Celebrations Week

